NAIARA DE LA PUENTE
Concert accordionist

Naiara De La Puente is a distinguished Spanish accordionist with a solid international career in performance and artistic research. She holds a Doctor of Music degree from the Sibelius Academy of the University of the Arts Helsinki (Finland), where she also worked as an affiliated doctoral researcher. Her academic work has focused on contemporary and chamber music, developing a multifaceted career as a performer, pedagogue, and researcher.

Her academic training includes a Master’s Degree in Music Performance from the Sibelius Academy, studies in Accordion Pedagogy at Musikene (the Higher School of Music of the Basque Country), and the Soloist Postgraduate Programme at the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen. Throughout her career, she has worked with renowned European pedagogues and accordionists such as Geir Draugsvoll, Stefan Hussong, Vojin Vasovic, Matti Rantanen, Helka Kymäläinen, Owen Murray, and Iñaki Alberdi, as well as with distinguished musicians including Garth Knox, David Quiggle, Marko Ylönen, and Anssi Karttunen.

Her musical interests have led her to participate in a wide range of projects and ensembles spanning from classical music to the most current artistic trends, including multidisciplinary collaborations with visual arts and poetry. She has performed as a soloist in Austria, Denmark, Finland, South Africa, and Spain, and has appeared at prestigious festivals and venues such as the Isaac Albéniz International Festival, Música Viva in Salzburg, the Palau de la Música in Valencia, the Segovia International Festival, and the Matinées of the Basque National Orchestra, among others.

A specialist in contemporary music, she has premiered works by composers including Félix Ibarrondo, Ramón Lazkano, Aurélio Edler-Copês, Irene Galindo Quero, and Mikel Chamizo, among many others. In 2023, she was the guest accordionist at the ISCM World New Music Days in South Africa, where she premiered works selected by the International Society for Contemporary Music. She has also collaborated with renowned conductors such as Marzena Diakun, George Henry Jackson, Iker Sánchez, Francesc Prat, Txaber Fernández, Diego Martín-Etxebarria, and Arturo Alvarado.

In the field of chamber music, she was a founding member of Krater Ensemble and Akartia Trio and served as a principal member of SMASH Ensemble. She currently collaborates with leading contemporary music groups such as Ensemble Sinkro and Vertixe Sonora and co-directs Stratos Project and Tanguedia Ensemble. Her artistic activity also encompasses interdisciplinary projects that integrate music, visual arts, and poetry. Her collaborative project with Ecuadorian visual artist Tania Cortés Becerra premiered in November 2024 within the Klaustro Sounds series in Vitoria-Gasteiz.

Throughout her career, she has received numerous awards in international competitions, including First Prize at the Arrasate National Accordion Competition, the V Sant Anastasi Instrumental Competition, the Grand Prix of Andorra, and the Pedro Bote International Young Performers Competition. In 2016, she was nominated for the Latin Grammy Awards.

Her discographic activity encompasses projects in the fields of contemporary music, chamber music, and interdisciplinary creation. She has participated in recordings released by labels such as Odradek Records, Gaztelupeko Hotsak, and Espacio Sinkro, notably the album Chalk Laboratory I: Ramón Lazkano with SMASH Ensemble, entirely devoted to the music of the Basque composer. Her recordings also include collaborations with composers and artists such as Carlos Cano, Hernán Milla, Guillermo Lauzurika, and Joserra Senperena, as well as her participation in the film Luis Barragán: Casa Estudio by Rax Rinnekangas. Her nomination for the Latin Grammy Awards in 2016 further consolidated her international profile. 

In the academic and research sphere, she has delivered lectures, workshops, and lecture-recitals at various international institutions and is co-author of publications on artistic research and the repertoire of the concert accordion. Her recent academic engagements include invited lectures at the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen and the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, as well as contributions to projects and initiatives promoting women in music, including the international platform Women in Accordion.

As an educator, she was recently invited to teach at the Vitoria-Gasteiz International Music Festival and Course (FCIMV 2024) and has served as a jury member for the Basque Country Young Performers Competition (2022, 2024, and 2025). She has also been invited to give masterclasses at the 4th Inter-Centre Accordion Course in Madrid in 2025.

Her work has been supported by institutions such as the Provincial Council of Álava, the Ministry of Culture of the Government of Spain, Fundación Caja Madrid, and Finnish institutions including the Paulo Foundation and the Sibelius Academy Foundation.

Among her most recent projects are the premiere of Mikel Chamizo’s work for solo accordion and symphonic wind orchestra with the Municipal Band of Vitoria-Gasteiz and the presentation of Akartia Lab, of which she is Artistic Director, alongside soprano Margarita Rodríguez, within the Vitoria-Gasteiz Chamber Music Series.

